ANNOUNCEMENT

 QUEST FOR GOLD - Ontario Athlete Assistance Program 2007/2008 

Biathlon Ontario Carding Criteria
The Quest for Gold – Ontario Athlete Assistance Program (OAAP) is funded by the Government of Ontario through the Ministry of Health Promotion (MHP), from net revenues generated in 2007-08 by the Quest for Gold lottery game.  The program will provide direct financial assistance to Ontario athletes through an “Ontario Card” designation.  The intent of the OAAP is to provide funding to individual athletes based on their demonstrated commitment to high performance sport, allowing them to pursue athletic excellence at the highest levels of national and international competition.

The goal of the Quest for Gold – OAAP is to improve the performance and number of Ontario athletes performing at the national and international level, thereby contributing to the improved performance of Canada at international competitions.  Specific objectives of the program are:

a) To help athletes continue their pursuit of athletic excellence at the highest levels of national and international competition;

b) To encourage athletes to stay in Ontario to live and train;

c) To compensate athletes for earnings lost while training;

d) To enable athletes to successfully pursue excellence in sport while fulfilling their educational goals;

e) To increase athlete access to improved high performance coaching; and

f) To enhance training and competitive opportunities available to athletes.

In 2007-2008, the Sport and Recreation Branch, Ministry of Health Promotion, has allocated a certain number of OAAP Ontario Cards to each eligible Provincial Sport/Multi-sport Organization (PSO/MSO).  In 2007-2008, Biathlon Ontario has been allotted a total of eight (8) Ontario Cards (4 male, 4 female cards).  In accordance with the OAAP guidelines, Biathlon Ontario is responsible for forming a Selection Committee and sport specific selection criteria to nominate the athletes for Ontario carding status in 2007-2008.  The Biathlon Ontario board of directors has approved these selection criteria.

In order to qualify for Quest for Gold –OAAP funding, athletes must meet the minimum eligibility requirement as set out by the Ministry of Health Promotion, as well as those sport specific criteria set out by Biathlon Ontario.  Carding status will be for one year, from April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2008.  All payments will be processed before March 31, 2008.  The Ministry will determine the exact level of funding to eligible athletes for the 2007-2008 carding year at a later date.

What are the minimum eligibility requirements for athletes? 

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF HEALTH PROMOTION (OAAP) CRITERIA

· Athlete must be a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant

· Athlete must be a resident of Ontario for one year prior to his/her nomination for carding status  

· Athletes must be training and continuing to train in Ontario. Exceptions will be made providing that the athlete can substantiate that:

· He/She cannot receive the required level of training in Ontario and is out of the province temporarily during the year (i.e. due to lack of facilities, coaching, competitions);

· The onus is on the athlete to demonstrate that he/she needs to be out of province. The Ministry may require that the athlete provide supporting documentation from the athlete’s PSO/ NSO, National Sport Organization (NSO) or other sources to verify reasons for athlete’s absence from the Province of Ontario

· He/She must attend a post-secondary institution out-of-province because the course of study is not available to him/her in Ontario;

· It is more financially feasible to attend a post-secondary institution out-of-province, or other extenuating circumstances that require the athlete to be out of the province. 

· Athlete must be a member in good standing with PSO/ MSO and NSO where applicable.

· Athlete must demonstrate a commitment and dedication to a proper training and competitive program. 
· A coach who has been trained and certified in the National Coaching Certification Program (NCCP) Level 2 or equivalent must instruct athlete.
· Athlete must not be under sanction as per the Canadian Anti-Doping Policy.
· Athlete must be attending an educational institution full-time (i.e. primary and secondary schools)

· Exceptions will be made providing that the athlete can substantiate that his/her training will not allow for full-time attendance or if an athlete requires special needs that preclude full or part-time attendance (e.g. Athlete with a disability (AWAD) athlete)

· Athletes who have completed their area of study at the secondary level (i.e. high school) and who continue to train towards participation in major national or international competitions will also be given consideration. 
· If eligible, the athlete must compete, and continue to compete for Ontario for one year from the date of the Minister’s letter informing the athlete of acceptance into OAAP program, at Canada Games and other national competitions involving provincial team competitions. Athletes who have achieved Canada Card status are not eligible for Ontario Cards
· Eligibility will be limited to Ontario junior aged athletes (only exception is for PSO/MSOs using 30% of Ontario Card allotment for Sr. level athletes not funded by Sport Canada – see below) who have been identified as a next generation national team athlete as demonstrated by:

· Identification within the NSO pool of identified next generation national team athletes for the last two competitive seasons; OR
· Results at regional championships, national championships (junior and/or senior) or other recognized national/international competitions over the last two competitive seasons; OR
· Representation on a Canadian National Team (developmental and/or junior). Athletes training for Canada Games or provincial teams may also be considered.
BIATHLON ONTARIO SPORT SPECIFIC BASIC  ELIGIBILTY CRITERIA

1. The athlete must meet the above Ministry of Health Promotion OAAP Criteria.

2. Athlete must have a Biathlon Ontario competitor license and be a member in good standing with Biathlon Ontario for the duration of the carding year.

3. Athlete must sign the 2007/08 Biathlon Ontario Athlete Agreement.

4. Athlete must keep personal training records as instructed by the Head Coach of Biathlon Ontario and submit these records to the supervising coach using the assigned internet log system.

5. Athlete must be born in 1985 or later.

6. Athlete must own their own rifle, and ensure that they have all the necessary permits and licenses for same.

7. Athlete must compete at the youth or higher level category (i.e. carry .22 rifle) at events predetermined by Head Coach and VP Technical.

8. Athlete must accept the 2007-2008 Biathlon Ontario Provincial Team nomination/Development Squad nomination and attend all camps and activities as defined by Biathlon Ontario.1
9. Athlete must be compliant with the 2006/07 Carding Status expected level of commitment requirements, particularly race requirements and attendance at National Championships. (attached Ref A)  

1 – There are reasonable exceptions to attendance, but they will be evaluated on an individual basis by the Head Coach and VP Technical. 2008 summer training camps and physical testing dates and locations will be announced Apr 2008.

Athletes who receive Quest for Gold (OAAP) funding must retain receipts for their eligible expenditures for 3 years after funding.

Quest for Gold funds received are considered tax-free within the meaning of the Federal Income Tax Act.

BIATHLON ONTARIO SELECTION CRITERIA 

The following is the sport specific criteria developed by Biathlon Ontario to select and nominate athletes for carding for 2007/2008 based on the 2006/2007 racing period. Biathlon Ontario has also decided to exercise the option available in 2007/2008 to split up to 30% of its carding allotment. See selection criteria below.

1. Athletes will initially be nominated for carding based on meeting all Biathlon Ontario Basic Eligibility requirements.

2. Athletes will be ranked based on their best 5 out of 6 races as identified below. These events were selected because they represent the races with the largest contingent of Ontario athletes present (to ensure a fair comparison) and because the events were located in opposite ends of the race calendar to ensure athletes were being measured throughout the year.  

· Ontario Cup #1 Chelsea Quebec, 31 Dec 2006 (1 race)

· Nor-Am Cup #4 Valcartier/Ontario Time Trial, Quebec 6 Jan 2007 (2 races)

· Canadian Biathlon Championships Charlo New Brunswick 22 Mar 2007 (3 races)

3. All race results will be normalized converting the overall time of each athlete to an average speed / km to ensure athletes in different categories are ranked correctly. The results will then be converted to a % based on the average of the top 3 Ontario places for each race. The % of each athlete’s best 5 out of 6 races will then be added and averaged and ranked based on this %. All race attendance and results will be reviewed by VP Tech and Head Coach for accuracy. 

4. . The number of cards available to Biathlon Ontario is determined by Government of Ontario through the Ministry of Health Promotion.  A total of eight (8) Ontario Cards (4 male, 4 female cards) will be awarded this year.  The Selection Committee will nominate athletes for full carding who meet the following result criteria:

· Rank in the top 4 (male, female) as in para #2 above.

· Be above 70% on the ranking list. 

· Previously carded athletes must demonstrate a performance improvement between 2006 and 2007 National Championships 

5. For athletes who don’t meet the criteria as identified above in para #4 the Selection Committee reserves the right to decide on carding options. The following considerations will be given:

· The age of the athlete

· The progression of the athlete

· Results from other events (i.e. Nor-Am Cups, Ontario Cups etc.).

· Extenuating circumstances (injury etc.)

ALTERNATES 
Biathlon Ontario is permitted the option of nominating alternates to those athletes nominated for Ontario Card status 

· Alternates must be those athletes who are ranked directly behind those athletes nominated for the allotment of Ontario Cards in a particular category   

· The names of alternates will be published along with the names of nominated athletes 

· Biathlon Ontario will be permitted to substitute an alternate for an Ontario Carded athlete who drops out or is  removed  from the OAAP provided that:

· Alternate is substituted within 2007-2008 fiscal year

· Funding for athlete being substituted is still available within fiscal year (e.g. full funding for card has not already been paid out to athlete no longer in program)     

Carding Status

The following list illustrates the expected level of commitment expected by carded athletes. This list is not exhaustive, but identifies the major commitment items:

1. Internet Log- regular updating training information and demonstrating improvement in strength and shooting precision,

2. Feedback from local club coach to Biathlon Ontario Head Coach,

3. Attendance and effort at Provincial Training Camps,

4. Must attend a minimum of 2 Nor-Am Cup races, Provincial Championships and National Championships as well as consistent attendance at a minimum of 3 Provincial Level Race Weekends, on the cross-country skiing and/or biathlon circuit.

Selection Committee Members

Biathlon Ontario VP Technical (chair)

Biathlon Ontario President

Biathlon Ontario Secretary

Biathlon Ontario Head Coach[image: image1.png]



